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When we begin to pray about issues facing children at risk we can often become 
overwhelmed by grim details and statistics. These materials deliberately highlight the 
good things that people are doing around the world to help children at risk and aim to 
inspire our prayers that man in partnership with God can truly make a difference. 
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The United Nations set eight goals back in 2000 known as the Millennium 
Development Goals, or MDGs which they challenged governments to work towards 
by 2015. The GREAT NEWS is that many Christian projects and organisations have 
been working towards these goals for years! Whilst governments may be falling short 
of achieving the targets, those called to be the hands and feet of Jesus - ‘the Church’, 
are making a difference. 
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In this booklet we refer to the MDGs along with numerous stories and testimonies 
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from those working on behalf of children at risk. Thank you for joining with us to 
pray that the church’s influence and impact will increase. We pray that many more 
millions of children will be reached with the good news of Jesus and know the 
abundant life promised by Him. We pray that as a result of our prayer more people 
will be mobilised to manifest the love of God to this generation. 
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Together we can see children’s lives transformed 
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Though this booklet has been produced for the World Weekend of Prayer 2009 we are 
pleased to make it available as a longer term resource to help encourage and inspire 
prayer for children at risk.  
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Where specific children are mentioned, their names have been changed to protect 
their identity. 
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In John 10:10 Jesus said 
‘The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.’ 
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Jesus came to bring LIFE and life in abundance. This prayer resource is built on this 
profound truth, whilst at the same time acknowledging the reality of a world where 
there are many millions of children whose lives fall far short of this promise today. 
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Our identity and sense of worth is significantly shaped in childhood. Spiritual, mental, 
emotional, physical and social development is either established or hindered in these 
childhood years. Reaching children in their early years is the best way to genuinely 
impact and improve their lives. 
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Thankfully, for over 2000 years the true followers of Jesus have been ministering the 
good news of abundant life and serving the needs of others. We praise God that today 
there is a growing movement of people like you who are responding in loving and 
compassionate ways to this lost and hurting generation. 
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Jesus’ childhood growth and development can be summarised in the simple verse in 
Luke 2:52: 
‘And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.’ 
This prayer resource focuses on the four areas of development mentioned; wisdom, 
stature, favour with God and favour with men. 
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Be encouraged by the stories from around the world of all that God is doing in and 
through the lives of those He has called to work with and minister to children. Our 
prayer is that these children, like Jesus, would grow in wisdom, stature and favour 
with God and men. 
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The Bible is full of teachings about wisdom. The biblical definition of wisdom is 
about knowing God and understanding the complexities of our world through His 
word. It is not simply limited to knowledge or intellect. 
Jesus Himself was brought up as a Jewish child to know the word of God, to meditate 
on it and memorise it as part of His education. As you read through the following 
stories and statistics, allow the Father to soften your heart to pray prayers that will 
release the wisdom of heaven on earth. 
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Millennium Development Goal 2 – 
Achieve universal primary education 
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Millennium Development Goal 7 
Ensure environmental sustainability 
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Education is a foundation for human development, enabling individuals to make 
genuine choices about the kind of lives they wish to lead. However, this basic human 
right is denied to millions of youngsters. (UNICEF) 
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Of an estimated 700 million primary school-aged children in the world today 

• 54 per cent are girls 
• around 121 million do not attend school 
• of children who do not attend school, 75 per cent live in sub-Saharan Africa 

and South Asia 

• most are children of ethnic minorities from remote regions or are working 
children, children living in conflict zones, children affected by HIV/AIDS, or 
children with disabilities  
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The Bethany Children’s Trust works with a partner project in northern Uganda. Five 
years ago their village stood silent, everyone had left, fleeing rebel fighting. Although 
charred remains of huts still remain today, people now have new homes, clean water 
and pit latrines. Children attend school in an area where land has been put aside for 
agricultural purposes. In partnership with the NGO Global Care, the children are 
learning about agricultural issues and growing crops which improve their nutrition.  
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A project in the Nairobi network in Kenya cared for and provided education for a 
street boy who had little reason for hope in his life. Now studying medicine at Nairobi 
University, he is able to help other children in his local community. The network also 
cared for a drug dependent child who was beaten and left for dead after being caught 
stealing. He was helped to recover and attend school, and is now studying Law at 
Daystar University, Kenya. 
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In Guatemala, ‘The Strength of the Fragile’ is a ministry which meets weekly to 
encourage the development of young people with Fragile X syndrome and other 
disabilities who are excluded from formal education,  and have low self image. This 
group has enabled the children to become self reliant and carry out routine tasks. With 
patience and support, these young people are not only learning to be independent but 
also to pray and read the Bible, seeking God’s wisdom as they step out in life.  
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Viva Network Zimbabwe links together 30 member projects which work directly with 

orphans and vulnerable children in and around Harare. Together they reach 3,500 

children. They started an educational programme in 2007 called the ‘Bridging 

School’. 
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Proverbs 8:10 - 11 

‘Choose my instruction instead of silver,  
        knowledge rather than choice gold,  

for wisdom is more precious than rubies,  
        and nothing you desire can compare with her.’ 
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Proverbs 9:10 

‘The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the 
Holy One is understanding.’ 
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PRAYER – 
Think through the reasons why the following children might not go to school and 
discuss or act out a typical scenario from this list of issues. 
Working children 
Children living in conflict zones 
Children affected by HIV/ AIDS  
Children with disabilities 
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Pray for these different circumstances and the children involved that they might 
have opportunity to develop and make real choices concerning their lives. 
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Think about how education has helped you. 
On one side of a piece of paper write or draw something you have learned in the 
past year. On the other side write a prayer for children who have not had the 
opportunity to finish or even begin primary school 
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Rowena was three when she started work in the Philippines, digging through a 
garbage dump to collect recyclable materials to sell. Her father was eventually 
arrested for stealing and is now in prison. She and her siblings have never been to 
school. 
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Sylvester was seven when he was were snatched from his village in northern 
Uganda. Forced to join the army, he was made to do unspeakable things. 
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Blessing, the eldest of seven children, lost both parents to AIDS when she was ten 
years old. She is now responsible for supporting younger siblings. 
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We could mistakenly interpret the term ‘stature’ as having a physical or social value, 
both of which are related to self image. When we use these values as measuring sticks 
we fall short of the value God places on us. The fact that Jesus grew in stature shows 
that He was free to grow to the full measure of His potential spirit, soul and body. 
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Millennium Development Goal 1 – 
Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
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Millennium Development Goal 4 – 
Reduce child mortality 
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Millennium Development Goal 5 – 
Improve maternal health 
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� Often due to lack of parental awareness many children do not eat healthily and 
suffer physically as a result.  
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� In Indonesia there are 3.1 million children under five years old, 480,000 suffer as 
a result of poor diet. 
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� Africa is the world’s poorest continent and one in three of it’s people do not have 
enough food to eat. 

 

� Ñ 80%� 	 @ i2Ð �ã 
 �_`6¹ E � ÷ �
 �� × � �� AF 5�!
� ( ì E � � H ëF ? � � û ' ' � � i2� 

� 80% of brain development happens in the womb, so caring for pregnant women 
is a vital part of ensuring the health and well being of future generations.  
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� A child who suffers from malnutrition will have less developed thinking capacity 
and this is difficult to recover.  
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� 21 children die every minute worldwide mainly through preventable diseases, 
(Poverty being one of the biggest factors). 
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Miguel, aged 12 attends ‘Pan de Vida’(Bread of Life)in Peru. This project seeks to 
improve the quality of children’s lives by providing nutritional breakfasts and guiding 
them in the knowledge of God. Since attending, Miguel is learning to pray for his 
alcoholic father and is growing physically and spiritually, showing a maturity beyond 
his years. 
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Comfort, a single mum living in Kampala, Uganda was struggling to bring up her four 
year old disabled son. Shine Outreach Ministries met them and connected them to the 
Mukisa Foundation who work with children who have mental handicaps and physical 
disabilities. Mukisa staff assessed him and he was diagnosed as having Spina bifida 
and hydrocephalus, resulting from a lack of good nutrition during pregnancy.  
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Matthew is now receiving physiotherapy and has been encouraged to walk with a 
frame. Comfort is extremely grateful that her son will not miss out on his education 
and strengthened to meet other mothers who face similar challenges. 
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Connect, Viva’s partner network in Cape Town South Africa, reports that a lady came 

into the Pregnancy Counselling centre at 36 weeks pregnant. Due to personal 
circumstances she chose to have the baby adopted. A scan found the baby had no legs 
and that she had Robertson’s Syndrome with very little chance of living. Expected to 
die at birth, there were no adoptive parents lined up for her. BabyChloe was born 

ALIVE and beautiful but with no legs. She went to stay with one of their kangamoms 
(a network of moms who foster newborn children until they are released for adoption). 
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She has now been adopted and is alive, well and thriving in a “forever family”. 
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New Life Centre is a residential programme in Thailand set up to help girls in danger 
of being abused. Anna had become pregnant in sad circumstances and was eating only 
small amounts of sticky rice daily. Anna’s baby girl was born tiny and weak and was 
very ill, Anna thought it was because she had bad milk. The New Life Center agreed 
that they could live there and the staff were able to teach her that drinking and eating 
well would improve her milk. In a few days the baby’s skin was pink and not the 
jaundiced yellow it had been. Anna now works in the business run by the centre and 
she and her baby are thriving. New Life Centre tell us that If these were the only 
mother and child they ever helped it would have been worth it. 
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James 2:15-17 
‘Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to 
him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his 
physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead.’ 
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Proverbs 31: 8-9 
‘Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 
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destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.’ 
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PRAYER – 
 
Take some time to pray into the three Millennium Development Goals mentioned in 
this section, for poverty to be halved by 2015, for improved maternal health and for 
a reduction in child deaths. 
Pray for world leaders to stay committed to seeing these targets reached even with 
other things going on around the nations. 
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Put five candles on a cake and with each candle pray:  
1. For children who will be born today, that they would grow up healthy and 

cared for.  
2. That those children who have no parents to care for them would find 

someone to look after them. 
3. That children born in the next year would begin to benefit from changes 

being made towards the millennium development goal of getting rid of 
extreme poverty and hunger.  

4. Thank God for those people who are acting as parents and caring for 
children who have no adult carer, pray for wisdom and strength as they fill 
the parental role in often difficult circumstances. 

5. Pray that those people caring for children would help them grow strong in 
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spirit, soul and body. 
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Read through Psalm 139 and consider one child you know who would benefit from 
knowing the truth of this passage. Pray this scripture over their life. 
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 FAVOUR WITH GOD 
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It’s good news when we are able to teach children the value of obedience to God’s 
ways and model how to walk according to Godly principles. We know from scripture 
that obedience to God brings blessing and we know that Jesus’ ultimate obedience 
made a way for the salvation of mankind. We are encouraged by stories from around 
the world of children bringing transformation to their communities as they learn to 
walk in the favour and blessing of their Heavenly Father. 
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Millennium Development Goal 8 - 
Global partnership for development 
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� Viva works to get an overview of the state of the world’s Christian work with 
children at risk. Remarkable people doing remarkable things.  

� rH ë Ü Ì � � 6Ü Ì i= Ç ÈK 6} Ý � 	 
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� By knowing about each other and by partnering together, effective networks are 
being formed around the world. Connected, coordinated, supported and together 
on behalf of children at risk.  

 

� � �� � �� � �� � � Good News 
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Scripture tells us that where there is unity, God brings a blessing and as projects are 
coming together and sharing training, resources and expertise, we are encouraged by 
the huge differences that we are seeing in children’s lives.  
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CRANE, Viva’s partner network in Kampala, Uganda is made up of 56 projects 
reaching 14,000 children between them. They have been amazed at the impact their 
network is having on these children and the wider community. 
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Each year over the last few years more than 40,000 children have been given the gift 
of a Christmas Party through the projects that Viva supports. These parties are a great 
way to meet children, sometimes for the first time, and find out what their needs are. 
This opens the way for support and relationships which can often last for a lifetime 
and, even we hope, for eternity. 
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In Ecuador- 
Children from Opcion de Vida, (Life Alternative,) received some bed clothes as a 
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symbol of how God covers them with His love. What made this occasion so special 
was that the children went on to reflect on people worse off than themselves and how 
it is more blessed to give than receive. This prompted many of the children to go out 
that night and give their bedclothes to others in a worse situation! Simon, a 17 year 
old, said he felt very satisfied being able to give his bedclothes to a handicapped man 
who was living rough. He was able to tell the man it was a gift from God for his life 
and was amazed at the happiness on the man’s face. 
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George, who was once a street child in Nairobi, was burdened to do something about 
the needy children in the slums. Although largely uneducated, he moved to Kibera 
where he now lives in the midst of poverty and squalour.  A man of prayer and faith, 
he now serves 370 children and their families in the community. He searches out 
vulnerable, uneducated children and arranges for them to attend his schools, linking 
this to the pastoral care of parents, carers and other adults he comes into contact with 
on the streets. He says that prayer is the backbone of all that he does. 
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Psalm 133:1-3 
‘How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious 
oil poured on the head,  
running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of 
his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the 
LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.’  
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John 15: 5-8 
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.’  
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PRAYER – 
 
Pray that projects and organisations would continue to see the benefit of working 
together and know God’s favour and blessing upon the work being done. 
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Pray that local and national governments would begin to notice the significant and 
strategic team work of those following Jesus and that this would benefit the projects, 
to better support the children. 
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Cut up a picture and make a simple ten piece jigsaw. 
Give each person a piece of the jigsaw and allow them to work together to piece it 
together. Watch how the group does this and using your observations, pray into how 
projects and organisations might come together for the bigger picture of helping 
children. 
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Read Psalm 91 and pick out the promises of God to those who follow Him. Pray 
these promises over the projects and ministries known to you who are working with 
children at risk. 
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 FAVOUR WITH MEN 
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Jesus faced the same challenges as we do growing up amongst relatives, neighbours, 
friends, religious leaders and many different types of people throughout society. 
God designed us to live in families and for parents to raise children in a loving and 
caring environment. The family unit is the most successful environment for bringing 
up a child in a healthy social context. Families and communities are the building 
blocks of society and are really important to a child’s wellbeing and relationship with 
others. There are many people, projects and organisations working tirelessly to 
nurture and support children who, for many and varied reasons, find themselves alone 
and unsupported. 
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Millennium Development Goal 3 - 

Promote gender equality and empower women 
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Millennium Development Goal 6 - 
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
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� Worldwide, it is estimated that more than 15 million children under 18 have been 
orphaned as a result of AIDS. Around 11.6 million of these children live in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
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� In countries badly affected by the HIV epidemic such as Zambia and Botswana, 
it is estimated that two in ten children under 17 are orphans - most of whom have 
lost one or both parents to AIDS.  

 

������������ Good News 
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‘Gender equality will not only empower women to overcome poverty, but also their 
children, families, communities and countries. When seen in this light, gender 
equality is not only morally right – it is pivotal to human progress and sustainable 
development.’ (UNICEF, State of the World’s Children 2007). 
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Chab Dai is a network of more than 20 Christian organisations committed to ending 
sexual abuse and trafficking in Cambodia. Because of the poverty and lack of jobs 
there are few opportunities for women and the sale of children for labour and 
prostitution is a serious consideration for many families.  
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A member project tells the story of Nary, who was aged 11 when first raped. She 
finally decided to run away to her aunt nearby, instead of taking her to the city, a bus 
driver took her to a brothel, and sold her to the brothel owner. She was only 13. The 
brothel owners treated Nary very badly. They forced her to do things she didn’t want 
to do and punished her with electric shocks and injected her with drugs. Nary was 
terrified, confused and upset when she was finally rescued from the brothel. She had 
become convinced that her only future was in working this way but is now employed 
by the project and is helping others. 
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As a baby, Priscilla was found abandoned by the roadside. Her mother had died on the 
way to hospital to give birth. Rejected by her biological father, Priscilla was placed in 
a baby home. Mary, whose husband had left her because she was unable to have 
children, has now adopted Priscilla and considers Priscilla a special gift from God. 
She says that every child needs a family for support and love.  
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In Costa Rica, Casa Viva began a Christian foster care programme in partnership with 
local churches and the national government.  Foster care or family-based care is 
unknown in Latin America, and this represents an opportunity to bring an entirely new 
method of care to the region.  José is a ten year old Casa Viva child.  He was handed 
over to the  government unwanted by his family and suffering deep rejection. Casa 
Viva placed him with a family who say that he can now stay long term with them.  
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‘Abundance Orphans - Care Centre’ Kenya look after Gloria, an orphan attacked by a 
fisherman at the age of 16 and who gave birth to a baby boy in 2008. Without income 
or support she turned to prostitution for money to buy food. Prudence, also an orphan, 
came to the centre very ill. At 14 she had been seduced and gave birth to a son who is 
now three years old. Both are HIV positive and suffer from TB. The centre are doing 
all they can to combat HIV/AIDS and care for these young mothers and their children.    
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Galatians 3: 28 
‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ 
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Psalm 10:17-18 
‘You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to 
their cry, defending the fatherless and the oppressed, so that mere earthly mortals will 
never again strike terror.’ 
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PRAYER –  
 
Pray for countries where there is conflict happening between religious groups, that 
projects working with vulnerable children would know favour and blessing. 
Pray especially for people working in countries where Christians are suffering 
because they follow Jesus. 
Pray that there would be more training and equipping of young parents to enable 
them to improve the way they care for their children.  
Pray that more people will be encouraged to foster or adopt children who need to be 
placed in families. 
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Prepare a large bowl of water, marbles or stones and a piece of coloured cloth - 
remove a marble from the liquid and wrap it up in a piece of coloured cloth as a 
prayer that children be rescued from being alone and be placed in loving families. 
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 � 
Have a picture of a woman or girl on display and think around the things which 
make her unique and special. Consider the things that girls and women are good at 
and strong leaders in. Draw or write these things around the picture. Spend time 
thanking God for these strengths and pray that children will grow up learning to 
appreciate what God designed women to be.  
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 � 
Have a picture of a man and consider the things which make him unique or special. 
Consider the sorts of things that men are good at and strong leaders in. Draw or 
write these things around the picture. Spend time thanking God for these strengths 
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and pray that children will grow up learning to appreciate what God designed a man 
to be. 
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We thank you Jesus 
For showing Your children Your power, Your endless love and great mercy 
We ask for the children of this world to grow up with food, water, family, education, 
and love,  
just like you did.  
We pray for all the churches and organisations to continue fighting for the well being 
of children at risk. 
Thanks for listening to the prayers made in Your name. 
Amen 
 
Almudena,  
16 years old 
Costa Rica 
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Dear God 
We want to pray for the children of Africa, so that they find your favour and that they 
may know that you love them. 
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Help them read the Bible and pray so that they know you better. Give them what they 
need – food, medicine, love and care. 
Help there to be peace around them in their country and homes. Help children whose 
parents have died, have people who will help them. We pray that all children will be 
able to go to school. Protect children from danger and evildoers. 
Lord renew the hope of all children and give us a good future 
In Jesus Name 
Amen 
Tendo Nannono (9) Ateesa Luyiga (10) 
Uganda 
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Dear Lord Jesus 
Thank you for loving us. Help the children know your love and send them people to 
care for them. 
Help them be happy, 
Amen 
 
Ella (11) 
UK 

 

�������� FEEDBACK 
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Feedback allows us to do a number of things! 
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Give glory to God for answered prayers, 
Give testimony to the unity and effect of agreement in prayer. 
Keep improving our prayer resources. 
Map what has happened as a result of this booklet to help us plan future prayer 
initiatives. 
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Eg  We know from previous feedback that 58% of people praying over the World 
Weekend of Prayer were under the age of 18. This has helped us to produce a more 
child friendly resource. 
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We know that many people use previous WWP booklets outside of the weekends of 
prayer so we have developed the 2009 material to be used throughout the year. 

 

� � � � .�� � � � � � � � � 

1. Ð Ñ B � � = - Ð ��UV� Ò � �  www.viva.org 
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¥ Ù qViva, Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston St., Oxford. OX4 1LF, UK. 

YOUR feedback, no matter how insignificant you feel it maybe, is important to us. 
 
You can help us by doing 2 simple things; 
1. Registering any prayer event that you plan to hold on behalf of children at risk 
online at www.viva.org 
2. Filling in the online event questionnaire at www.viva.org 

or  
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by emailing your feedback and testimonies to: pray@viva.org  
by writing to us with feedback to: Viva, Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston St, 
Oxford, OX4 1LF UK 
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Either way please include the following details – 
Where the event happened? 
How many adults and children participated?  (18 and over and under 18’s.) 
How long did the event last? 
If the booklet was useful and how you used it? 
What was the best part of your prayer event and any other testimony? 
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��������� � �� � �� � �� � � �������� Acknowledgements and more information 
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� | 	 Þ qwww.viva.org/pray 
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� | 	 Þ qwww.unicef.org 

  www.un.org/millenniumgoals 

  www.micahchallenge.org 

www.viva.org/pray  
Please use this website to access: 
Translations of this booklet. 
A PowerPoint presentation  
Further information on the needs of children around the world   
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Prayer material is produced annually by Viva for the World Weekend of Prayer for 

Children at Risk which is always held on the first weekend of June. We long to see 

further and sustained prayer happening for children and would ask that you consider 

joining us further. 
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If you’d like to pray regularly with your church or small group, why not sign up for 

our email update on children at risk? Every fortnight, we’ll send you news on issues 

affecting children, and prayer requests from ministries and networks helping children 

at risk. You could set aside time in a service to pray for children, or bring together 

like-minded Christians from one or more churches for a monthly prayer time. 
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Viva�����0 1�0 1�0 1�0 1 Viva Prayer Diary 

� / B � ì m � = ��UV6¾ � �]g¼ �Æ B �Çg6B ì EF ç  Viva U

V� æ www.viva.org/pray � ¼ � o × ½ ³ �m � 5= ] T � � ¯É a ¯' 	 


� � UH É Þ è Î 6 é Ú |}����� � � VivaUV� æ �?A Ô à ê � 

If you’d like to pray each day for children, individually or with your family, you can 
download the Viva Prayer Diary from www.viva.org/pray or receive it via email 
attachment. Prayer requests for individual children, projects and networks are 
provided for each day, alongside relevant Bible verses. The Prayer Diary is a 
bimonthly publication. 
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 �������� Children in Prayer 
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There are many growing networks of children’s prayer groups committed to praying 

for issues facing children in the world today. Why not get together children from your 

area or church to pray for other young people on a regular basis? Children are never 

too young to begin to understand God’s compassion for children and the need to pray 

for those who suffer. 

To connect with others and for ideas on involving children in prayer visit 
www.viva.org 
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¥ Ù qViva, Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston St., Oxford. OX4 1LF, UK. 

If you or your church would like to help children at risk financially, one way to do this 
is through Viva. Your contributions will help Christians around the world to work 
together to transform the lives of the most vulnerable. Please visit the web site or send 
your gift to  
Viva, Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston St, Oxford OX4 1LF, UK 
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¥ Ù qViva, Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston St., Oxford. OX4 1LF, UK. 
o � q+44 (0) 1865 811660 
o × qpray@viva.org 
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To order copies of this and other prayer resources, please contact: 
Viva, Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston Street, Oxford, OX4 1LF, UK 
+44 (0)1865 811660 
pray@viva.org 
 
Remember to register your prayer event at www.viva.org/pray, where prayer 
resources in other languages and formats are also available to download.  


